[Role of radiofrequency ablation in atrial fibrillation].
Atrial fibrillation is the most frequently encountered arrhythmia in the human species. Its danger is widely appreciated but it remains for certain patients and their practitioners an awkward or even exasperating problem. Only surgery and radiofrequency ablation allow certain patients to be cured. The surgical approach is of course warranted in the case of an otherwise necessary cardiac intervention. In the absence of a surgical indication, endovenous ablation, which is less aggressive, is preferred. The procedure consists of disconnecting the pulmonary veins which "house" 80 to 95% of the foci, together with the ablation of further non-venous foci, which are always difficult to treat. Side effects in experimental centres are rare and 70% of patients are cured, which allows cessation of antiarrhythmic and anticoagulant treatments. The procedure is currently offered to symptomatic patients having had at least one episode every ten days in spite of antiarrhythmics.